
 
CITY COUNCIL ENDORSEMENT APPLICATION 

 
Please submit this form through this website, which helps us save paper. If you have any 
questions, please contact us at alisonigueldemocrats@gmail.com. 
 
If you need more space to answer any of these questions, check the checkbox here and upload 
a separate document with your numbered answers via the paperclip icon. 
 
ELECTION INFORMATION 
 
Election Date: __________ Office Sought: __________________________________________ 
 
CANDIDATE AND CAMPAIGN INFORMATION 
 
Candidate Name: _______________________ Email: ______________________________ 
 
Phone (personal): ______________________ Phone (campaign): ____________________ 
 
Campaign Committee Name: ____________________________ ID Number: _______________ 
 
Campaign Address:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
    ______________________________________________________ 
 
Campaign Manager: ________________________ Email: ____________________________ 
 
Phone: ___________________________ 
 
Campaign Treasurer: ______________________ Email: ____________________________ 
 
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that I am a registered 
Democrat and that the above statements, and any attached statements are true and correct. I 
understand that this application is available to the membership of the ANDC (with personal 
contact information redacted). I understand that the ANDC endorsement will be automatically 
revoked if the Democratic Party of Orange County endorses contrary to the ANDC 
endorsement, and I agree to immediately remove mention of the ANDC endorsement from all 
materials in such event. 
 
_____________________________________ _________________________________ 
(Signature of Candidate)    (Date)  
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Candidate Name: _______________________  Office Sought: ________________________ 
 

Approved by the Membership: 8/19/19 2 

CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
Please provide written answers to the questions below (attach a separate page if necessary).  
 
1. What are the top three goals you hope to accomplish by the completion of your first term if 

elected? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. We believe that climate change is a challenge to be addressed at all levels of government. 
Please describe your plans, if any, to prevent, mitigate, or adapt to climate change if 
elected. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Orange County has an increasingly severe housing shortage that, by driving up housing 

costs, drives people out of their communities and increases the problem of homelessness. 
How do you plan to address this problem? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Describe the actions you would take to prevent gun violence in the city? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Discuss the financial health of the city. How will you accommodate your priorities to the 

city’s budget? 
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Richard Hurt Aliso Viejo City  

Council Candidate 
 

Question #1 

Council Reform 

The dynamics of our city has changed. We are more diverse, forward thinking, and family oriented than 
we have ever been. As such, we need leaders that work for all families! I will work tirelessly to ensure 
we get term limits in our city. It is important to get fresh ideas, reduce abuses that could occur with 
longer serving council members, and to increase civic participation in our city. After canvassing in Aliso 
Viejo many residents support term limits. It is my goal to break up the “boys club” and get to work for 
the residents of Aliso Viejo.  

I also believe it is time we put a limit on campaign contributions. We have seen councilmembers take 
donations and vote on contracts without disclosing how much money was given to their campaign. Our 
council should be impartial, and it is time we implement policies to ensure our residents are getting the 
best from our leaders.  

Grow Aliso Initiative 

I believe that we can ensure long term growth and security for our residents by focusing on small 
businesses. It is no secret that when we have our own ecosystem of businesses, our Town Center and 
Commons Area will have a chance to thrive. We need to decrease our dependence on large chains and 
increase our need for community-based businesses. We must lead in this aspect and the notion that our 
council cannot do anything about our Town Center or Commons is false. These plans are just the 
beginning, but here’s how we start to improve our local economy: 

1. Declare the month of May to be Small Business Month in Aliso Viejo. I believe the first step to 
turnaround our local economy is to give recognition and show that we are advocates for Small 
Business. We must go a step further than just a plaque and a smile.  

• Small Business Appreciation weekend event at Grand Park. Showcase our businesses to 
the community and include a Youth Entrepreneurship section supported by our 
Chamber of Commerce. 

• Include booths, food, and fun.  
• Declaration to be signed by the mayor each year renewing our commitment to small 

business growth. 
2. Advocate to partner with the National Development Council Grow America Fund to create an 

Aliso Viejo Loan Program. The goal is to get businesses the financing they need to thrive in our 
community. We want businesses to stay in our city and grow, not leave after one year. We also 
want to improve the optics of our support.  
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3. Improve the business section of the city website to show we are pro-business rather than just 
saying it. We can do this by providing resources not just permitting information and all of the 
things that do not help business owners grow.  

4. Regulate restaurants and other big box chains.  
5. Work to get affordable spaces for local businesses in our Town Center.  

 

Climate Initiative 

I believe as a city; it is time for us to move on Community Choice Energy. Our City Manager stated that 
they wanted to see the results from the Irvine study. That time has come and gone, now Irvine is 
utilizing the Community Choice Energy Program. We need to act on climate change now and it is time 
for our council to lead in this area.  

Secondly, it is time we look towards the future. I will advocate to do a feasibility study for a municipal 
bike-share program. I want to reduce emissions and the overall use of cars in Aliso Viejo. A bike-share 
program will help with this effort. It will also force us to invest in our infrastructure, make our streets 
safer, and provide a cheap and efficient way for Soka students to visit our Town Center.  

 

Question #2 

I believe climate change is a big challenge and it needs to be addressed at all levels of government. That 
is why addressing climate change is one my top priorities. As I stated, I am going push to get community 
choice energy implemented in our city. Utilizing community choice energy will ensure we are on pace to 
meeting the 100% renewable energy target. I would also like to reduce the amount of car emissions we 
see in this city. I will advocate to study and possibly start our own bike-share program in Aliso Viejo. My 
goal is to create a sustainable community so my first years in office will be focused on climate change. 

Question #3 

The housing shortage is very personal to me as I have had many friends leave Aliso Viejo because of the 
complex element of unaffordability. It is past time to revisit our zoning codes in our city. Aliso Viejo has 
to an extent, created Vertical Mixed-Use developments. Our City Walk provides residential living on the 
upper floors and public uses on the lower floor, such as retail shops. All of that is within a few minutes' 
walk to the Town Center or The Commons. On top of that the revenue generating hotels and apartment 
buildings were built as well, but after a few years in operations the residential section is unaffordable. 
To keep up with population growth we need more housing! Any zoning that prohibits building homes, 
needs to be eliminated. I used our City Walk as an example to show that it is not just about developing, 
we need to focus and create policy that meets the housing needs of those who need it. Families should 
be able to thrive in Aliso Viejo. I will advocate for stronger tenant protections, pushing past the fear of 
change, and ensuring that when we do plan to build, we keep the climate crisis at the forefront.   
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Question #4 

In order to prevent gun violence in our city I would like to take a different approach. Governor Gavin 
Newsom made it a priority to invest in the California Violence Intervention and Prevention program and 
though priority is given to cities with higher rates of crime, we can still work towards prevention and 
awareness. Mentoring and other educational activities in Aliso Viejo will help prevent gun violence. 
Creating a program where first responders, law enforcement agents, and even council members mentor 
and coach young people will benefit our city. It is also a prime opportunity to involve our youth and Soka 
students. We need to lead and show that there are better ways to handle conflict. I will work with city 
staff, first responders, law enforcement, and council members to create a feasible program to reduce 
gun violence.  

Question #5 

The financial health of the city is of concern because our city has changed. What worked eighteen years 
ago may not be working today. That is fine because we can innovate and keep the values of our 
community. My priorities are aimed at improving livability, sustainability, infrastructure, and our sales 
tax revenue. Every time a business leaves our city, we are left with an empty building and a sales tax 
revenue decrease. Any revenue downfall is bad for a city that prides itself on being a walkable and 
family-oriented community. I would like to get back to the basics to build a local economy that works for 
all our residents, not just a select few. By studying and implementing a bike-share program we can 
improve our streets, reduce emissions, reduce traffic, and provide a healthy way for our college 
students to get to our Town Center to eat and spend money. When we implement Community Choice 
Energy it will put us on a path to procuring our own energy and adhering to the renewables initiative our 
state has signed into law. The provisions will also help decrease energy costs for residents. When we 
focus on small businesses and implementing strategies to help them grow, we can decrease our 
dependency on bigger chains that are not wholly invested in our community. My priorities will help 
generate much needed revenue and long-term stability.  
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