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Mayor’s Letter to Residents for an Update on Homeless Issues 

 

May 10, 2018 

Dear Residents of Laguna Niguel: 

We at the City of Laguna Niguel wanted to provide timely and accurate information regarding the 
homeless issues.  No doubt you have read various media coverage regarding litigation on this 
matter; as well as, seen a complete lack of coverage by the media on the continuing efforts 
undertaken by your City, local faith-based organizations and the many incredible non-profits serving 
our homeless population.  

Up until recently, the City was not a party to any litigation over treatment of homeless.  We 
understand that the City of Santa Ana has filed with the court a cross-complaint naming all Orange 
County cities which now makes us a party to the existing litigation.  While we have not been officially 
served, this development has transitioned our efforts from one of voluntary collaboration to one of 
legal defense.   

Also at this point in time our understanding is the County is presently working on identifying 
potential locations for emergency shelters.  Without knowledge of the specific site nor operational 
model the South Orange County cities are unable to provide any comment.  

However, this morning I met with the mayors of the South County cities and we will continue to 
collaborate with neighboring communities and others to ensure the many programs, services and 
assistance for homeless, with a focus on prevention, continue in the region.  For Laguna Niguel this 
includes dedication of general fund revenues and programming of Community Development Block 
Grant funds for variety of services.  Since 1999 the City of Laguna Niguel has focused on the 
prevention of homeless offering thousands of dollars in grants to service providers; funding a 
specially trained homeless liaison officer; offering subsidized transportation of seniors to access free 
meals; and hosting at least two different food distribution centers. 

Further, our city took the initiative and lead at requesting the California State Auditor to conduct an 
audit and review of the Federal, State and County funds held or administered by the County of 
Orange for homeless programs. You may view those letter requests on the City’s website.  It is 
anticipated that the other cities in South County will also be formally requesting this audit to be 



conducted through their legislators.  We will continue to keep you updated on further 
developments. 

Sincerely, 

Elaine Gennawey 

 

 
 
 
  


